
Public Libraries 
(County)

Who has final say on library policy?
Note: Boards determine internal policies and directors manage day to day operations

Public Library Board 
(County)*

State Library Board

Set Policy*

Any other members of the 
General Public*

Public 
Libraries 
(County)

State 
Employees 
(on behalf of 

themselves)

Blind 
and 
Print 

Disabled

*Determine policy for providing 
library and information services 
to state government, South 
Carolina libraries, and the 
citizens of the State (S.C. Code 
Section 60-1-40)

Who do libraries serve?

State Library

Primary Customer

County 
(public) 
libraries

State Library

^ For list of individual services see agency Program Evaluation Report

Public Libraries 
(County)

Technical College Libraries

4 year College Libraries 
(public and private)

K-12 Libraries 
(public, charter, private)

State 
Library

What role does State Library play with other libraries in the state?

Pass $150K+ from the State to 
each County (County must sign 
form stating they will spend it 
correctly and send in budget)

Consulting and training^

*Note: Some 
technical 
colleges allow 
the general 
public to use 
their libraries

• The State Library Board 
• sets policy for the State Library
• does not set policy for public libraries

• State Library policies are not overarching to public libraries. 

Subscription and other electronic resource license sharing

State 
Agency 
(on behalf 

of the 

agency)

Institutional 
Libraries 

(i.e., libraries 
accessed by 

individuals in 
DMH, SCDC, etc.)

Technical College Libraries

4 year College Libraries 
(public and private)

K-12 Libraries 
(public, charter, private)

Students and faculty of the 
applicable school*

**It is the State 
Library’s 
understanding 
the Board of 
Education sets 
policy for K-12 
public school 
libraries

Technical College Libraries

4 year College Libraries 
(public and private)

K-12 Libraries 
(public, charter, private)

Applicable Policy Setting Body**

*It is the State Library’s 
unders tanding each 
County Council 
appoints or elects the 
members of the county 
public library board

• State Library staff 
• advise/consult public libraries on their existing policies or creation of 

new polices, which are approved by individual public library boards.  
• do not advocate for individual libraries, groups, materials, or programs.  
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